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Figure 2: Geomagnetism and the circular current to generate the geomagnetism
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Wishing for a natural standard of electric direction to which I might refer these, expressive of the difference
and at the same time free from all theory, I have thought it might be found in the earth. If the magnetism of
the earth be due to the electirc currents passing round it, the latter must be in a constant direction, which,
according to present usage of speech, would be from east to west, or, which will strengthen this help to the
memory, that in which the sun appears to move.

If in any case of electro-decomposition we consider the decomposing body as placed so that the current passing
through it shall be in the same direction, and parallel to that supposed to exist in the earth, then the surfaces
at which the electricity is passing into and out of the substance would have an invariable reference, and exhibit
constantly the same relations of powers.

Upon this notion we purpose calling that towards the east the anode !, and towards the west cathode ?;

p-401

I propose to distinguish such bodies by calling those anions 3 which go to the anode of the decomposing
body; and those passing to the cathode, cations; and when I have occation to speak of these together, I shall
call them ions .
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